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their positions between "Villers Bocage and Caen. Conditions for
the break out were favourable, for the Allies had a con-
siderable numerical superiority of thirty-five divisions as against
twenty-five.
The American First Army's offensive at first met with stiff opposi-
tion and its progress was slow. To pin down enemy reserves, the
British Second Army launched an attack on July 7 ; the 1st Corps
captured Caen and Carpiquet, the VHIth Corps made progress from
its Odon bridgehead, and the XXXth Corps advanced towards
Noyers. On July 15 the newly-arrived Xllth Corps, on the left
of the XXXth Corps attacked across the Odon towards Evrecy, and
the VHIth Corps followed this blowup with another along the Caen-
Falaise road after a heavy air preparation, which met with stiff
resistance and was checked short of its objective ; but the enemy
had to use his last reserves to stem it, and conditions were now ripe
for the Allied break out.
On July 25, while two British attacks by the newly-arrived Ilnd
Canadian Corps astride the Caen-Falaise road, and by the British
Xllth Corps on Maltot pinned the enemy to his ground, the
American First Army effected a break through near St. Lo, occu-
pied Avranches, and began its advance into Brittany. Field Marshal
Montgomery's task for his two armies was now to liberate
Brittany and destroy the German forces west of the Seine by en-
veloping them in the area south-east of Falaise. The American First
Army therefore moved westwards, into Brittany, and the newly-
arrived American Third Army turned eastwards from Avranches to
come in on the rear of the hostile main body facing the Second
British Army in the Villers Bocage-Caen area. On July 30 the British
began a drive directed south from Cauriiont and thence east to
the Orne; Beny Bocage was captured and the VHIth Corps on the
right moved thence on Argentan and the XXXth Corps in the
centre on Thury Harcourt, the 1st Corps in the left serving as pivot
about Evrecy.
On August 7 General Crerar's First Canadian Army, which
had taken over the eastern portion of the front, launched a new
attack astride the Caen-Falaise road, again preceded by a heavy
air bombardment, advancing to a line five miles north of Falaise.
On the i2th the area between the Laize and the Orne was cleared
of the enemy in a combined operation by the Canadians and the
Xllth Corps; Falaise was taken on the i6th, and the Canadians
closed in on Chambois and Trun, to cut off the retreat of the enemy
forces in the pocket around Falaise.
Meanwhile a hostile armoured counter-attack, launched towards
Avranches with the object of reaching the coast of the Cotentin
peninsula and splitting the American front, had been a costly
failure, and the American Third Army was directed on Argentan